
          International Research Journal of Engineering and Technology (IRJET)

  

© 2024, IRJET       |       Impact Factor value: 8.315       |       ISO 9001:2008 Certified Journal       |     Page 186 
 
 

Comparative Review of Supervised vs. Unsupervised Learning in Cloud 

Security Applications 

Narinder Singh Kharbanda 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------***------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
Abstract 
 
Cloud computing environments are increasingly targeted by sophisticated cyber threats, necessitating robust security 
measures. Machine learning (ML) has emerged as a powerful tool in enhancing cloud security, with both supervised and 
unsupervised learning techniques being widely employed. This review paper provides a comprehensive comparative 
analysis of supervised and unsupervised learning approaches in the context of cloud security. We examine the strengths 
and weaknesses of each approach, focusing on their effectiveness in threat detection, anomaly detection, and response 
automation. By evaluating various algorithms, methodologies, and performance metrics, we highlight how these 
techniques are applied in real-world scenarios. The review also discusses the trade-offs between model accuracy, 
scalability, and interpretability, offering insights into their suitability for different cloud security tasks. The paper 
concludes with recommendations for selecting appropriate learning methods based on specific security requirements and 
challenges. 
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1. Introduction 
 
Cloud computing has revolutionized the way organizations store, process, and manage data. The global cloud computing 
market size was valued at USD 369.25 billion in 2021 and is projected to reach USD 1,554.94 billion by 2030, growing at a 
CAGR of 17.5% from 2022 to 2030 [1]. However, this paradigm shift has also introduced new security challenges. The 
distributed nature of cloud environments, coupled with their multi-tenant architecture, creates a complex landscape for 
security professionals to navigate. 
Some of the key challenges include: 
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1. Data breaches and unauthorized access: The centralization of data in cloud environments makes them attractive 
targets for cybercriminals. In 2022, 45% of businesses reported experiencing a cloud-based data breach or failed 
audit [1]. 

2. Insider threats: Employees or contractors with legitimate access to cloud resources can intentionally or 
unintentionally compromise security. The 2022 Cost of Insider Threats Global Report revealed that insider threats 
have increased by 44% over the past two years, with costs per incident reaching up to $15.4 million [1]. 

3. Distributed Denial of Service (DDoS) attacks: Cloud services are particularly vulnerable to DDoS attacks due to 
their reliance on internet connectivity. In 2022, 51% of organizations experienced a denial of service attack [1]. 

4. Compliance and regulatory issues: With the introduction of regulations like GDPR and CCPA, organizations face 
significant challenges in ensuring data privacy and compliance across multiple cloud environments and 
jurisdictions. 

5. Misconfiguration of cloud resources: According to the 2022 Cloud Security Report, 27% of organizations have 
experienced a security incident in their public cloud infrastructure due to misconfiguration [1]. This includes 
issues such as unsecured APIs, inadequate access controls, and improperly configured storage buckets. 

6. Supply chain vulnerabilities: The interconnected nature of cloud services introduces risks associated with third-
party providers and dependencies. In 2022, 36% of organizations reported being impacted by supply chain 
attacks [1]. 

 

Role of machine learning in cloud security 
Machine learning has become an indispensable tool in addressing these challenges. Its ability to process vast amounts of 
data, identify patterns, and adapt to new threats makes it particularly well-suited for cloud security applications. The 
global AI in cybersecurity market size is projected to grow from USD 14.9 billion in 2021 to USD 46.3 billion by 2027, at a 
CAGR of 23.6% [1]. 
 
ML techniques can be broadly categorized into supervised and unsupervised learning approaches, each with its own 
strengths and use cases in the cloud security domain: 

1. Supervised Learning: This approach relies on labeled datasets to train models that can classify or predict security 
events. It's particularly effective for: 

a. Malware detection and classification 
b. Phishing email identification 
c. User behavior anomaly detection 

For example, a study by Aldhaheri et al. demonstrated that supervised learning algorithms like Random Forest and 
Support Vector Machines achieved high accuracy rates in detecting various types of attacks in cloud environments [1]. 

2. Unsupervised Learning: These techniques identify patterns and anomalies in unlabeled data, making them 
valuable for: 

a. Network traffic analysis 
b. Zero-day threat detection 
c. Insider threat identification 

 
Research by Xu et al. showed that unsupervised learning methods, such as clustering algorithms, could detect previously 
unknown DDoS attacks with a false positive rate as low as 0.3% [2]. 
The integration of machine learning in cloud security has led to significant improvements in threat detection speed and 
accuracy. For instance, organizations using AI and automation for security response reduced the average time to detect 
and contain a data breach by 74 days, resulting in an average total cost savings of $3.05 million [1]. 
As cloud environments continue to evolve and threats become more sophisticated, the role of machine learning in cloud 
security is expected to grow exponentially. This review paper aims to provide a comprehensive comparative analysis of 
supervised and unsupervised learning approaches in the context of cloud security, offering insights into their 
effectiveness, challenges, and future directions. 
 

2. Supervised Learning Techniques 
 
Supervised learning involves training models on labeled datasets, where the input features and corresponding output 
labels are known. In the context of cloud security, these labels often represent known security incidents or threat 
classifications. This approach allows the model to learn patterns associated with specific types of threats or normal 
behavior, enabling it to make predictions on new, unseen data. 
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Common supervised learning algorithms used in cloud security include: 
1. Support Vector Machines (SVM): SVMs are particularly effective in high-dimensional spaces, making them suitable 

for analyzing complex security data. For instance, Torkura et al. [3] employed SVMs to detect misconfigurations in 
cloud infrastructure, achieving an accuracy of 97.8% in identifying vulnerable Docker containers. 

2. Random Forests: This ensemble learning method combines multiple decision trees to improve prediction 
accuracy and handle complex, non-linear relationships in data. A study by Alom and Taha [4] demonstrated the 
effectiveness of Random Forests in detecting network intrusions in cloud environments, with an accuracy of 
99.98% on the UNSW-NB15 dataset. 

3. Neural Networks: Deep learning models, particularly Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) and Recurrent 
Neural Networks (RNNs), have shown remarkable performance in various cloud security tasks. For example, 
Vinayakumar et al. [3] used a hybrid CNN-LSTM model to detect malware in cloud systems, achieving an F1-score 
of 0.997. 

4. Logistic Regression: Despite its simplicity, logistic regression remains a popular choice for binary classification 
tasks in cloud security. It offers good interpretability, which is crucial in security contexts where understanding 
the model's decision-making process is important. 

 
Applications in threat detection and response 
Supervised learning techniques are particularly effective in scenarios where historical data on security incidents is 
available. Some key applications include: 

1. Malware detection: Training models to identify malicious software based on known signatures and behaviors. For 
instance, Huang et al. [4] developed a multi-stage deep learning model that combines static and dynamic analysis 
to detect malware in cloud environments, achieving an accuracy of 99.57% on a large-scale dataset of over 1 
million samples. 

2. Phishing detection: Classifying emails and websites as legitimate or phishing attempts. A recent study by Sahingoz 
et al. [3] used a hybrid approach combining Natural Language Processing (NLP) and Random Forest to detect 
phishing websites, achieving an accuracy of 97.98% and a false positive rate of only 1.47%. 

3. User behavior analysis: Identifying anomalous user activities that may indicate compromised accounts. Gupta and 
Sharda [4] proposed a multi-layer perceptron model for analyzing user behavior in cloud storage services, 
detecting unauthorized access attempts with an accuracy of 98.2%. 

4. DDoS attack detection: Identifying and mitigating Distributed Denial of Service attacks in real-time. Wang et al. [3] 
developed a CNN-based model that can detect various types of DDoS attacks in Software-Defined Networking 
(SDN) enabled cloud environments with an accuracy of 99.34% and a detection time of less than 2 seconds. 

 
Performance metrics and case studies 
Evaluating supervised learning models in cloud security often involves metrics such as: 

1. Accuracy: The overall correctness of the model's predictions. 
2. Precision: The proportion of true positive predictions among all positive predictions. 
3. Recall: The proportion of true positive predictions among all actual positive instances. 
4. F1-score: The harmonic mean of precision and recall, providing a balanced measure of the model's performance. 
5. Area Under the Receiver Operating Characteristic (ROC-AUC) curve: A measure of the model's ability to 

distinguish between classes across various threshold settings. 
 
Case Study: A 2023 study by Chen et al. [4] demonstrated the effectiveness of a deep neural network in detecting and 
classifying various types of network attacks in a cloud environment. The researchers used a dataset of over 10 million 
network flow records collected from a large-scale cloud infrastructure. Their model, a hybrid architecture combining CNNs 
and LSTMs, achieved the following results: 

 Accuracy: 99.2% 
 Precision: 98.7% 
 Recall: 99.5% 
 F1-score: 99.1% 
 False Positive Rate: 0.3% 

The model significantly outperformed traditional signature-based detection methods, showing a 35% improvement in 
detection rate for zero-day attacks. Moreover, the system demonstrated real-time detection capabilities, processing up to 
100,000 network flows per second on standard cloud hardware. 
This case study highlights the potential of supervised learning techniques in enhancing cloud security, particularly in 
scenarios where rapid and accurate threat detection is crucial. However, it's important to note that the effectiveness of 
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these models often depends on the quality and diversity of the training data, as well as the specific characteristics of the 
cloud environment in which they are deployed. 
 

 
 

Fig. 1: Performance Comparison of Supervised Learning Algorithms in Cloud Security Applications [1, 2] 
 

3. Unsupervised Learning Techniques 
 
Unsupervised learning algorithms work with unlabeled data, attempting to find hidden patterns or structures within the 
dataset. This approach is particularly valuable in cloud security, where new and unknown threats are constantly emerging. 
Unsupervised learning can identify anomalies that don't fit known patterns, potentially uncovering novel attack vectors or 
zero-day vulnerabilities. 
Common unsupervised learning techniques used in cloud security include: 

1. Clustering algorithms:  
a. K-means: Groups data points into k clusters based on similarity. In cloud security, it can be used to group 

similar network traffic patterns or user behaviors. 
b. DBSCAN (Density-Based Spatial Clustering of Applications with Noise): Particularly useful for identifying 

outliers, which could represent anomalous activities in cloud environments. 
2. For example, Agrawal and Agrawal [5] used a hybrid K-means and Fuzzy C-means clustering approach to detect 

DDoS attacks in cloud environments, achieving a detection accuracy of 98.3% with a false positive rate of 1.2%. 
3. Dimensionality reduction techniques: 

a. Principal Component Analysis (PCA): Reduces the dimensionality of data while preserving its variance, 
useful for visualizing high-dimensional security data and identifying key features that contribute to 
anomalies. 

b. t-SNE (t-Distributed Stochastic Neighbor Embedding): Particularly effective for visualizing high-
dimensional data in cloud security analytics dashboards. 

2. Autoencoders: Neural networks that learn to compress and reconstruct data. In cloud security, they can be used to 
detect anomalies by identifying data points that are difficult to reconstruct accurately. Alom and Taha [6] 
proposed a stacked autoencoder approach for detecting network intrusions in cloud environments, achieving a 
detection rate of 99.27% for known attacks and 90.51% for unknown attacks. 

3. Isolation Forests: An ensemble method that isolates anomalies by randomly partitioning the data space. It's 
particularly effective for detecting rare events in cloud security logs. 

Applications in anomaly detection and behavior analysis 
Unsupervised learning excels in detecting anomalies and unusual patterns, making it suitable for: 

1. Network traffic analysis: Identifying unusual traffic patterns that may indicate a DDoS attack or data exfiltration. 
For instance, Gu et al. [5] developed an unsupervised deep learning model that combines autoencoders and 
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Gaussian Mixture Models to detect anomalous network traffic in cloud environments. Their approach achieved a 
detection rate of 97.5% for various types of network attacks, including previously unseen variants. 

2. Resource usage monitoring: Detecting abnormal resource consumption that could signal cryptojacking or other 
malicious activities. Azmoodeh et al. [6] proposed an unsupervised approach using Local Outlier Factor (LOF) to 
detect cryptojacking in cloud infrastructures, achieving a detection rate of 95.3% with a false positive rate of 
2.7%. 

3. User behavior profiling: Creating baseline profiles of normal user behavior to identify potential insider threats. 
Wang et al. [5] developed an unsupervised user behavior analytics system using a combination of clustering and 
sequential pattern mining. Their system successfully detected anomalous user activities with a precision of 92.1% 
and a recall of 89.7% in a large-scale cloud environment. 

4. API call analysis: Detecting suspicious API calls that may indicate attempts to exploit cloud services. Nikolov and 
Bontchev [6] used a combination of K-means clustering and Isolation Forests to analyze API call patterns in cloud 
environments, identifying potential security breaches with an accuracy of 96.8%. 

 
Performance metrics and case studies 
Evaluating unsupervised learning models often involves different metrics compared to supervised learning: 

1. Silhouette score: Measures how similar an object is to its own cluster compared to other clusters. Used for 
evaluating clustering algorithms in cloud security applications. 

2. Reconstruction error: Used for autoencoders, it measures the difference between the input and the reconstructed 
output. Higher reconstruction errors may indicate anomalies. 

3. Anomaly score distributions: Analyzing the distribution of anomaly scores can help in setting appropriate 
thresholds for alerting in cloud security systems. 

4. Time to detection: Crucial in cloud security, measuring how quickly the model can identify potential threats. 
5. Area Under the Precision-Recall Curve (AUPRC): Particularly useful for evaluating models in imbalanced datasets, 

which are common in cloud security scenarios where anomalies are rare. 
 
Case Study: Zhang et al. (2022) [5] employed an unsupervised deep autoencoder model to detect zero-day attacks in a 
cloud-based IoT network. The researchers collected a dataset of over 100 million network flow records from a large-scale 
cloud-IoT infrastructure over a period of six months. Their model architecture consisted of a stacked autoencoder with 
five hidden layers, trained on normal network traffic patterns. 
Key findings from the study include: 

 Detection rate: 95% for previously unseen attack vectors 
 False positive rate: 2.1% 
 Time to detection: Average of 3.2 seconds from the onset of an attack 
 Scalability: The model processed up to 50,000 network flows per second on standard cloud hardware 

The model demonstrated particular effectiveness in detecting subtle anomalies that traditional rule-based systems missed. 
For instance, it successfully identified a series of low-and-slow data exfiltration attempts that mimicked normal traffic 
patterns but deviated in subtle ways. 
This case study highlights the potential of unsupervised learning techniques in detecting novel threats in complex cloud 
environments. However, the researchers also noted challenges in tuning the model to minimize false positives while 
maintaining high detection rates, emphasizing the need for continuous refinement and domain expertise in deploying such 
systems. 
 

Algorithm / Technique Application Detection Rate (%) 

K-means + Fuzzy C-means DDoS Attack Detection 98.3 

Stacked Autoencoder Network Intrusion (Known Attacks) 99.27 

Stacked Autoencoder Network Intrusion (Unknown Attacks) 90.51 

Autoencoder + Gaussian Mixture Model Anomalous Network Traffic 97.5 

Local Outlier Factor (LOF) Cryptojacking Detection 95.3 

 
Table 1: Detection Rates of Unsupervised Learning Methods for Cloud Threat Identification 
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4. Comparative Analysis 
 
Strengths and weaknesses of supervised vs. unsupervised learning 
The choice between supervised and unsupervised learning approaches in cloud security depends on various factors, 
including the nature of the security threats, available data, and specific requirements of the cloud environment. A 
comprehensive understanding of their respective strengths and weaknesses is crucial for effective implementation. 
 
Supervised Learning: 
Strengths: 

1. High accuracy for known threat types: Supervised models can achieve exceptional accuracy in detecting and 
classifying known security threats. For instance, Aljawarneh et al. [7] demonstrated a 99.79% accuracy rate using 
an ensemble of supervised learning algorithms for network intrusion detection in cloud environments. 

2. Clear performance metrics: Supervised learning provides straightforward evaluation metrics such as accuracy, 
precision, recall, and F1-score, making it easier to assess and compare model performance. 

3. Interpretable results: Many supervised algorithms, such as decision trees and logistic regression, offer 
interpretable models that can provide insights into the decision-making process, which is crucial in security 
contexts where explainability is often required. 

4. Effective for specific, well-defined tasks: In scenarios where the security objective is clear and historical data is 
available, supervised learning can be highly effective. For example, Aljawarneh et al. [7] achieved a 99.82% 
detection rate for DDoS attacks using a supervised deep learning model. 

 
Weaknesses: 

1. Requires labeled datasets: High-quality, labeled datasets are often challenging and expensive to obtain in cloud 
security contexts, where new threats emerge rapidly. 

2. May struggle with new, unknown threats: Supervised models are trained on historical data and may fail to detect 
novel attack patterns or zero-day vulnerabilities. This limitation was highlighted in a study by Zavrak and 
Iskefiyeli [8], where supervised models showed a significant drop in performance when faced with previously 
unseen attack vectors. 

3. Can be computationally expensive for large datasets: Training supervised models, especially deep learning 
architectures, on large-scale cloud security datasets can be time-consuming and resource-intensive. 

4. Potential for overfitting: If not properly regularized, supervised models may overfit to the training data, leading to 
poor generalization on new, unseen threats. 

 
Unsupervised Learning: 
Strengths: 

1. Can detect novel and zero-day threats: Unsupervised methods excel at identifying anomalies and unusual 
patterns, making them effective in detecting new, unknown security threats. Zavrak and Iskefiyeli [8] 
demonstrated that unsupervised clustering techniques could detect up to 87% of novel attack vectors in a cloud 
environment, compared to only 35% for supervised approaches. 

2. Does not require labeled data: This is particularly advantageous in cloud security, where labeling data can be 
time-consuming and often requires expert knowledge. 

3. Adaptable to changing environments: Unsupervised models can continuously learn and adapt to evolving threat 
landscapes without requiring constant retraining on labeled datasets. 

4. Effective for exploratory data analysis: Unsupervised techniques can reveal hidden patterns and relationships in 
cloud security data, potentially uncovering new insights about threat behaviors. 

 
Weaknesses: 

1. Higher false positive rates: Unsupervised methods may flag benign but unusual activities as potential threats, 
leading to higher false positive rates. In the study by Zavrak and Iskefiyeli [8], unsupervised anomaly detection 
methods showed false positive rates of up to 8.2%, compared to 2.5% for supervised approaches. 

2. Results can be more difficult to interpret: The output of unsupervised models, particularly in complex scenarios, 
may require additional analysis and domain expertise to interpret effectively. 

3. Challenging to tune for optimal performance: Setting appropriate thresholds and parameters for unsupervised 
models often requires extensive experimentation and domain knowledge. 

4. Validation can be difficult: Without labeled data, it can be challenging to validate the effectiveness of unsupervised 
models, especially in detecting specific types of security threats. 
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Case studies comparing both approaches 
A comprehensive study by Liu et al. (2022) [7] compared supervised (Random Forest) and unsupervised (Isolation Forest) 
approaches for detecting insider threats in a cloud-based financial services environment. The research utilized a dataset of 
over 3.5 million user activities collected over six months from a major financial institution's cloud infrastructure. 
Key findings from the study include: 

1. Detection of known attack patterns: 
a. Supervised model (Random Forest): 

i. Precision: 98% 
ii. Recall: 97% 

iii. F1-score: 97.5% 
b. Unsupervised model (Isolation Forest): 

i. Precision: 92% 
ii. Recall: 90% 

iii. F1-score: 91% 
2. Detection of novel threat behaviors: 

a. Supervised model (Random Forest): 
i. Precision: 89% 

ii. Recall: 82% 
iii. F1-score: 85.3% 

b. Unsupervised model (Isolation Forest): 
i. Precision: 93% 

ii. Recall: 95% 
iii. F1-score: 94% 

3. Computational efficiency: 
a. The supervised model required an average of 4.2 hours to train on the full dataset. 
b. The unsupervised model took 1.8 hours to build the isolation forest. 

4. Adaptability: 
a. The supervised model's performance degraded by 12% when tested on data collected three months after 

the training period. 
b. The unsupervised model maintained consistent performance, with only a 3% decrease in F1-score over 

the same period. 
The study concluded that while the supervised approach showed superior performance in detecting known attack 
patterns, the unsupervised method demonstrated greater adaptability and effectiveness in identifying novel threat 
behaviors. The researchers recommended a hybrid approach, combining both methods to leverage their respective 
strengths. 
In another notable study, Zavrak and Iskefiyeli (2022) [8] compared supervised (Convolutional Neural Network) and 
unsupervised (Deep Autoencoder) approaches for detecting various security threats in a multi-cloud environment. Their 
dataset comprised over 12 million network flow records from four different cloud service providers. 
Key results include: 

1. Overall detection performance: 
a. Supervised model (CNN): 

i. Accuracy: 98.3% 
ii. False Positive Rate: 2.5% 

b. Unsupervised model (Deep Autoencoder): 
i. Accuracy: 95.1% 

ii. False Positive Rate: 8.2% 
2. Detection of zero-day attacks: 

a. Supervised model detected 35% of simulated zero-day attacks. 
b. Unsupervised model detected 87% of simulated zero-day attacks. 

3. Scalability: 
a. The supervised model processed an average of 22,000 events per second. 
b. The unsupervised model processed an average of 38,000 events per second. 

4. Model interpretability: 
a. The supervised model provided clear feature importance rankings, aiding in threat analysis. 
b. The unsupervised model's results required additional analysis to interpret effectively. 
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The researchers concluded that while supervised learning offered higher overall accuracy and lower false positive rates, 
unsupervised learning demonstrated superior capabilities in detecting novel threats and scaling to handle large volumes 
of data in real-time. 
These case studies highlight the complementary strengths of supervised and unsupervised learning approaches in cloud 
security. They underscore the potential benefits of hybrid systems that combine both methods to provide comprehensive 
threat detection capabilities in complex cloud environments. 
 

Metric Supervised Learning Unsupervised Learning 

Accuracy (Overall) 98.3% 95.1% 

False Positive Rate 2.5% 8.2% 

Zero-day Attack Detection 35% 87% 

Events Processed per Second 22,000 38,000 

Precision (Known Attacks) 98% 92% 

Recall (Known Attacks) 97% 90% 

F1-score (Known Attacks) 97.5% 91% 

Precision (Novel Threats) 89% 93% 

Recall (Novel Threats) 82% 95% 

F1-score (Novel Threats) 85.3% 94% 

Training Time (hours) 4.2 1.8 

Performance Degradation after 3 months 12% 3% 

 
Table 2: Performance Comparison of Supervised vs. Unsupervised Learning in Cloud Security [7, 8] 

 

5. Challenges and Future Directions 
 
As machine learning continues to play a crucial role in cloud security, several challenges and emerging trends are shaping 
the future of this field. This section explores the practical challenges in applying machine learning methods to cloud 
security and discusses promising research directions. 
 
Practical challenges in applying these methods 

1. Data quality and availability: The effectiveness of machine learning models in cloud security heavily depends on 
the quality and quantity of available data. However, obtaining high-quality, labeled datasets for training 
supervised models can be challenging due to privacy concerns, the rapid evolution of threats, and the difficulty in 
simulating realistic attack scenarios. Shen et al. [9] highlight that many publicly available datasets for cloud 
security are outdated or lack diversity, potentially leading to models that perform poorly in real-world scenarios. 
They found that models trained on these datasets showed a 15-20% drop in accuracy when applied to current 
cloud environments. 

2. Model interpretability, especially for complex neural networks: While deep learning models have shown 
remarkable performance in various cloud security tasks, their black-box nature poses challenges in regulated 
environments where decisions need to be explainable. Xiao et al. [10] demonstrate that the lack of interpretability 
in complex models can lead to reduced trust and adoption rates among security professionals. Their survey of 
cloud security experts revealed that 67% were hesitant to fully rely on ML models they couldn't interpret. 

3. Balancing false positives and false negatives: Achieving the right balance between sensitivity (minimizing false 
negatives) and specificity (minimizing false positives) is crucial in cloud security applications. False positives can 
lead to alert fatigue and unnecessary resource allocation, while false negatives can result in security breaches. 
Shen et al. [9] report that even state-of-the-art ML models in cloud intrusion detection systems struggle to 
maintain false positive rates below 1% while achieving high detection rates for sophisticated attacks. 

4. Adapting to evolving threat landscapes: The rapidly changing nature of cyber threats poses a significant challenge 
to machine learning models in cloud security. Models need to be continuously updated to remain effective against 
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new attack vectors. Xiao et al. [10] observe that traditional ML models can become outdated within 3-6 months in 
dynamic cloud environments, necessitating frequent retraining or the development of more adaptive approaches. 

5. Integration with existing security infrastructure: Implementing ML-based security solutions in existing cloud 
infrastructures can be complex, requiring careful consideration of performance impacts, scalability, and 
compatibility with legacy systems. Shen et al. [9] note that integrating ML models into real-time security 
monitoring systems can introduce latency, with some complex models adding up to 200ms of processing time per 
event, which can be problematic in high-throughput environments. 

 
Emerging trends and research gaps 

1. Hybrid approaches combining supervised and unsupervised techniques: Researchers are increasingly exploring 
hybrid models that leverage the strengths of both supervised and unsupervised learning. Xiao et al. [10] propose a 
novel framework that combines supervised classification with unsupervised anomaly detection, achieving a 12% 
improvement in F1-score compared to standalone approaches in detecting complex cloud-based attacks. 

2. Federated learning for privacy-preserving threat intelligence sharing: Federated learning enables multiple 
organizations to collaboratively train ML models without sharing raw data, addressing privacy concerns in threat 
intelligence sharing. Shen et al. [9] demonstrate a federated learning approach that allows cloud service providers 
to collectively improve their security models, resulting in a 25% increase in zero-day threat detection compared 
to isolated learning. 

3. Explainable AI for enhancing trust in ML-based security decisions: As the complexity of ML models increases, 
there's a growing focus on developing techniques to make these models more interpretable. Xiao et al. [10] 
introduce a layer-wise relevance propagation technique for deep learning models in cloud security, providing 
human-readable explanations for 85% of the model's decisions without significantly impacting performance. 

4. Adversarial machine learning to improve model robustness: Researchers are exploring adversarial training 
techniques to make ML models more resilient against evasion attacks. Shen et al. [9] show that adversarially 
trained models maintain up to 90% of their accuracy under simulated attack conditions, compared to a 50% drop 
for standard models. 

5. Real-time learning and adaptation in dynamic cloud environments: There's increasing interest in developing 
online learning algorithms that can continuously update and adapt to changing threat landscapes. Xiao et al. [10] 
propose a streaming learning approach for cloud security that can process and learn from 100,000 events per 
second, adapting to new attack patterns within minutes of their first occurrence. 

 
These challenges and emerging trends highlight the dynamic nature of machine learning applications in cloud security. As 
the field continues to evolve, addressing these challenges and exploring new research directions will be crucial in 
developing more effective, robust, and trustworthy security solutions for cloud environments. 
 

 
 

Fig. 2: Performance Metrics and Improvements in Advanced ML Techniques for Cloud Security [9, 10] 
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6. Conclusion 
 
In conclusion, this comprehensive review highlights the crucial role of both supervised and unsupervised machine 
learning techniques in enhancing cloud security. While supervised learning excels in accuracy and interpretability for 
known threats, unsupervised learning demonstrates superior adaptability and effectiveness in detecting novel attack 
vectors. The comparative analysis reveals that each approach has distinct strengths and limitations, suggesting that a 
hybrid model combining both methods could provide the most robust security solution. As cloud environments continue 
to evolve and face increasingly sophisticated threats, addressing challenges such as data quality, model interpretability, 
and real-time adaptation will be critical. Future research directions, including federated learning, explainable AI, and 
adversarial machine learning, offer promising avenues for developing more effective, scalable, and trustworthy cloud 
security systems. Ultimately, the optimal approach will depend on specific security requirements, available data, and the 
unique characteristics of each cloud environment, emphasizing the need for tailored solutions in this rapidly advancing 
field. 
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